LITTLE CHILDREN, KEEP YOURSELVES FROM IDOLS 
“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen." (1 John 5:21) 


Labour to grow in the sound knowledge of God and of Christ, and of 
their all-sufficiency. Mark St Paul's method, Colossians 2, and in other 
places, when he would draw us from all outward things, he speaks 
gloriously of the fulness of Christ, ‘In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily; Colossians 2:9; and, ‘In Him you are complete’ 
When he would draw them from ‘touch not, taste not, handle not, 
worshipping of angels, and from counterfeit humility; Colossians 2:21, 
etc, he labors to dispossess them of these idolatrous conceits, and to 
possess them of the fulness of Christ. If in Him we have fulness, why 
should we look for any thing outside of Him? If we be complete in 
Him, if all fulness be in Him, why do we seek any thing outside of that 
fulness? Thus the holy apostle closes up his first epistle, ‘Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols; 1 John 5:21. What is promised there? 
Christ is eternal life, all is in Him; whereupon presently comes this, 
‘Little children, keep yourselves from idols, if life and happiness, and all 
be in Christ, if we be complete in Him, and the fulness of all be in Him, 
why should we go out of Him for anything? When God would 
persuade Abraham to leave all idolatry, Genesis 17:1, and [everything] 
else, to depend wholly upon Him, what doth He first possess him with? 
‘Lam God all-sufficient’ [Beloved,] know God in covenant all-sufficient, 
and Christ in the fulness of His high perfections as Mediator, in whom 
is all fulness and life eternal, in whom we are complete; we shall then 
be so far from going out of Him for any thing, as we shall be of the 
same mind with Ephraim, ‘What have | now any more to do with 
other intercessors and mediators?’ What have | to do with will- 
worship? what need | go to other cursed means, when God is all- 
sufficient? [Hosea 14:8] It is the scope of the new covenant of grace, 
that we should glory in God only, who hath made Christ unto us 
‘wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, 1 
Corinthians 1:30. And all this, because that whosoever glorieth in 
Him, should not go out of Him for any thing. The more we know 
therefore the fulness of Christ, and God's mercy in Him, the more we 
shall abhor all idolatry, with [every kind and degree of it]. COPIED 
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“Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: 
Thy blessing is upon Thy people. Selah.” 
(Psalm 3:8) 
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Beloved, "we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, 
in the sight of God speak we in Christ” How come? Because He first loved us, we love Him and 
in the sight of our Heavenly Father, we speak the Truth in Christ. Our Lord declares “If a man 


love me, he will keep my words.” Reader, are you an evil dog? His people say “Truth, Lord” and 
are ever grateful to eat the crumbs which graciously fall from His table [Mat 7:11, 15:27]. 


Sinners are welcome at our church. We are a local body of the Lord Jesus Christ. As you 
spend time with us, you'll soon discover we're an imperfect church, with an imperfect 
pastor, yet by God's underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel 
of our never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name JESUS for HE SHALL (not 
might, not maybe) rather HE SHALL save His people from their sins. And beloved 
believing sinner you already know it- you are complete in Him, saved to the uttermost. 
We are situated 1 mile south of the Denny's Restaurant located right by the corner of US 
Highway 59 and State Highway 242. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Brian Jennings - July 18th 


WEBSITES 


Be sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, audio messages, and books. 
sovereigngrace.us - Our church website, bulletins, articles 
bookshelf.sovereigngrace.us - Free ebooks, tracts, booklets 
appsermons.sovereigngrace.us - Audio messages for Apple devices 
andsermons.sovereigngrace.us - Audio messages for Android devices 
apparticles.sovereigngrace.us - Audio Articles for Apple devices 
andarticles.sovereigngrace.us - Audio Articles for Android devices 


GRACE ARTICLES 


SALVATION BELONGETH TO THE LORD 

"Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah." (Psalm 3:8) 

“Salvation belongeth unto the LORD!” Beloved, that's the gospel 
of our salvation—“Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9). You see, all 
of our salvation—from its gracious beginning to its glorious end (all 
of it) it is of the Lord alone. The Lord Jesus Christ is the author of 
eternal salvation of all that obey the gospel command of God. 
Beloved, He is the author and finisher of our faith. Indeed, He is 
the captain of our salvation [Hebrews 12:2, 2:10]. 


“| know the thoughts that | think toward you, saith the LORD, 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 
Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and | 
will hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye 
shall search for me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:1 1-13). 


“Salvation belongeth unto the LORD!” He purposed it, He 
purchased it, and He provided it. Some of you may remember 
reading the story of Abraham and his son Isaac, how in Genesis 
chapter 22 they went to worship to bring an offering; Isaac asked 
his father “where's the lamb?” And Abraham said: “My son, God will 
provide Himself a lamb” and beloved, He did! When John the 
Baptist saw the Lord Jesus Christ, he declared: “Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29), identifying 
the promised Lamb that God would provide. Indeed, “God [has 
provided] Himself a lamb...for an offering” and has put away our sin 
by the sacrifice of Himself [Genesis 22:8, Hebrews 9:26]. 


My sinner friend, only that which God provides will He accept. 
And beloved believing sinner, we are wholly and completely 
accepted through “Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 
in His own blood.” Amen! (Revelation 1:5). — PASTOR 


